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Americans are unified in their support for extending DACA and making it permanent
through the passing of the American Dream and Promise Act.  Overall, poll after poll
finds greater than 75% to 80% support for a pathway to citizenship for
undocumented immigrants brought to the country as young children, also known as
Dreamers.  On the 9-year anniversary of DACA, polling shows clear bipartisan
support to make DACA permanent by passing the American Dream and Promise
Act.

Bipartisan support is confirmed in every poll that asks about DACA and Dreamers.
Brand new June 2021 polling of likely voters finds citizenship for Dreamers is
supported by Democrats, Republicans and Independents by large margins. Last
month, polling from NPR/Ipsos in May 2021 reported “the poll did find bipartisan
support for creating a legal pathway for certain categories of immigrants…. the
so-called DREAMers who were brought to the country illegally as children.”

Not surprising, these new 2021 poll results are consistent with what CBS News
reported 12 months ago in the height of the presidential election, when they found
85% support allowing immigrants brought to the U.S. illegally as children to stay in
the U.S. with protection, with 73% support among Republicans, 84% among
Independents and 95% among Democrats.  In their analysis, CBS polling directors
wrote “support for DACA extends across party lines and demographic groups: a large
majority of Republicans, as well as almost all Democrats, favor allowing immigrants
brought into the U.S. illegally as children to stay.”

Despite efforts to cancel DACA and target Dreamers during the Trump
administration, support for Dreamers has been consistently strong over the past
4 years and continues to poll above 80% in 2021. In February of 2018, a Quinnipiac
poll asked about incorporating Dreamers as Americans or ending DACA and 80%
stated support for Dreamers.  Three years later in February 2021 the same wording
from a Quinnipiac poll put support for citizenship for Dreamers at 83%.

Quinnipiac polling also confirmed what countless other surveys have found –
Americans think immigrants make important contributions to our country. 70%
think immigration is a good thing for our country and only 17% think it is a bad thing.
While the voices on the anti-immigrant far-right are loud, they are small in size.

In March, polling commissioned by America’s Voice and FWD.us by Democratic
pollsters (GSG, Hart, BSP) found that well over 70% wanted Congress to pass
legislation enshrining DACA into law with a permanent path to citizenship for
Dreamers, including 72% with swing voters and majority support among
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Republicans.  Likewise, recent polling from March 2021 from well-respected
Republican pollster Neil Newhouse, who led polling for Republican presidential
candidates Mitt Romney and John McCain, reported that over 75% of voters
nationwide support a path to citizenship for Dreamers, including a majority of
Republican voters.

Fox News polling has similarly reported high support for Dreamers and DACA in
recent years, including finding that a majority of Americans oppose Trump-era strict
immigration policies.  According to the Fox poll, 79% support citizenship for
Dreamers, including a majority of Republican voters. Likewise, in a recent March 2021
article, regarding the House passing the American Dream and Promise Act, Roll Call
reported on a Pew Research poll which found a 3-to-1 margin in favor of Congress
passing legislation creating permanent earned legal status to Dreamers.

Center Forward found support for Dreamers even higher among 2022 likely voters in
their March 2021 polling, which reported 83% support for citizenship for Dreamers,
including majority support across party lines. As Politico reported in April 2021, the
Dream Act “has such incredibly high support and bipartisan support” that Congress
should lean in and take action, consistent with what Americans told pollsters during
the 2020 campaign that undecided and swing voters are more supportive of
politicians who use pro-immigrant messaging.

According to polling from The Washington Post “nearly 9 in 10 Americans think
that undocumented residents who came to the country as children should
receive the sorts of protections created under DACA…. Even three-quarters of
Trump’s own party supports the DACA program”

A February 2021 article by Vox reviewed extensive new polling on support for the
Dream Act and reported widespread support for a path to citizenship for Dreamers,
including majority support among Republicans and nearly 70% support among
Independents.

According to an analysis from March 2021 from pollster Nick Gourevitch, a leading
polling expert on immigration, “In keeping with data from other recent surveys,
strong, bipartisan support exists for providing pathways to citizenship”

Support for Dreamers is widespread across states, including among Texans where
despite efforts by their Republican Governor Greg Abbott to politicize immigration
and border issues, a clear majority of Texans support incorporating Dreamers as
Americans as new polling from the Texas Tribute/UT highlights.  A new poll in
another state which voted Republican in 2020, Utah, also found a clear majority of
voters support legal status and citizenship for Dreamers.

In particular, polling among Latino voters has shown that the issue is an important
symbolic and personal issue where a majority of Latino voters are either first or
second generation immigrants and many have closer personal connections to
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Dreamers.  Polling commissioned by the Immigration Hub and UnidosUS Action
Fund found 82% support for the American Dream and Promise Act, and Latino
voters expect Congress to pass legislation making DACA permanent for
American Dreamers.

###
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