LATINO POLICY AGENDA BSP-RESEARCH

Major Headlines or Takeaways

Most Latino registered voters in Colorado do not believe that law enforcement always
treats Latinos with respect, and this is impacting Latino’s trust in calling law enforcement
when they need help.

e An overwhelming majority of 84% of Latino registered voters believes that law
enforcement does not always treat Latinos with dignity and respect, and over 2 in 5 have
had someone in their household experience discrimination from law enforcement as a
result of being Latino.

e 1in4 Latinos in Colorado being uncomfortable calling the police if they need help. This
is even more common among young adults, in which 32% are uncomfortable calling law
enforcement.

Addressing gun violence is a high priority for the Latino electorate and over 80% of Latino
parents are concerned that their child could be a victim of a mass shooting.

e Addressing gun violence was one of the top 5 priorities Latino registered voters identified
in the survey, just behind a host of economic factors among the top priorities for Latinos.

e 83% of parents are concerned that their child could be a victim of a mass shooting at
some point in their life.

e Itis very important to 62% of Latinos in Colorado that the policymakers in the state take
more aggressive steps to reduce the number of mass shootings.

e 85% of both Latino Democrats and Republicans agree that there should be mandatory,
universal background checks for all firearm sales.

More than % of Latinos in Colorado support passing new air, pollution, and water
regulations to encourage companies to limit energy usage.

e 82% of Latino registered voters would either somewhat or strongly support passing new
regulations encouraging companies to reduce air, water, and land pollution.

e 70% of Latino registered voters reported that they would be more likely to vote for a
candidate who supports climate action including the promotion of clean air/water and the
transition to a clean economy.

e A majority of 61% of Latino registered voters in Colorado support more taxpayer
investment in public transportation, and nearly 70% support providing rebates to
encourage people to purchase electric vehicles and solar energy.
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Latinos in Colorado continue to struggle financially and the already limited safety net
available to Latinos to weather the rise in the cost of living has shrunk in the past year.

e Half of Latinos in Colorado have seen their economic situation get worse in the past 12
months. This is a powerful statistic given how much financial stress Latinos weathered in
2021 that our prior survey uncovered.

e A third of Latinos (33%) in the state reported that they quit their job due to poor working
conditions, and nearly a fourth (23%) of Latinos in Colorado had their workload or hours
increased without a raise or promotion.

e An alarming 57% of Colorado’s Latino population have only $1,000 or less in savings for
financial emergencies, 15% higher than what we found in the 2021 survey. The
percentage of Latinos in Colorado who have $100 or less has increased from 20% in
2021 to 27% now in 2022,

Latinos in Colorado support expanded access to safe and legal abortion services, and want
to see the federal government do more to protect access.

e A strong majority (68%) of Latino registered voters also support passing laws to protect
access to safe abortions and reproductive rights for state residents. This is a slight
increase from the 2021 survey, where 66% supported the protection of abortion.

e A majority of 60% of Latino registered voters would support using state Medicaid dollars
for abortion services and 58% support using federal Medicaid dollars.

e The Latino community wants to see more policy action on abortion, as 69% do not
believe the federal government is currently doing enough to address abortion.

e When asked what the most important issues were to the Latino community for the federal
government, Latinos are three times more likely (22% relative to 7%) to believe that
protecting women’s reproductive health rights is a top priority than to identify limiting or
banning abortion.

e 61% of Latinos in Colorado would be more likely to vote for a candidate that supports the
expansion of abortion and reproductive health access.

A Large Segment of the Latino Electorate Does not Believe Democracy is Working for
Them

e Nearly 70% of respondents also agree that “our democratic systems do not always benefit
working families, including Latinos, because politics is dominated by those with wealth
and privilege.”

e Over one-fourth (27%) of Latino registered voters do not see the Latino communities’
values reflected in todays political agendas, and over one-third (35%) do not “trust the
current political systems as they exist.”
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e While the majority of Latino registered voters in Colorado believe that Colorado has a
safe and secure voting system (62% agree), a large percentage (38% do not). A slightly
higher percentage trust that when they vote, their vote counts (66% agree).



